VILLAGE OF SPARTA
COUNCIL BUSINESS SESSION OF MAY 9, 2016
Held at Sparta Township Chambers, 160 East Division, Sparta MI

1-2.	The meeting was called to order by President Kristi Dougan at 7:00 pm followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

3.     	Roll Call: Council persons Robert Whalen, Scott Christie, Jayne Paasch, Gale Taylor, William Taylor, Kristi Dougan, Finance Director Sharon DeLange and Village Manager Julius Suchy.

4.	Additions or corrections to Business and Consent Agendas:
	Correction to New Business: Item e. Request from Town & Country Days to utilize Rodeo Ground Property on July 17, 2016 to host Tractor Pull Event. 
	Consent Agenda:
     a.  Approve Regular Village Council Meeting Minutes of April 11, 2016
     b.  Accept Downtown Development Authority Minutes of April 12, 2016
     c.  Accept Planning Commission Minutes of May 2, 2016
     d.  Resolution #16-08: A Resolution Confirming the Village President Appointment of 
           Josh Paas to the Village of Sparta Planning Commission            
     
 5.	Approval of Consent AND Business Agendas:
Moved by Whalen, supported by Paasch, to approve Business and Consent Agendas with corrections.  Motion carried 6-0.
 
  6.	Public Comment for Agenda Items:  
Please note: This Public Comment portion of the meeting is reserved for comment on agenda items.

  7.	Public Hearing:  
             a.  Ordinance #16-01: An Ordinance to Amend the Sparta Village Code of Ordinances to 
                   Regulate Panhandling.
      The hearing opened at 7:02 p.m. Village Manager Suchy explained why this      
      ordinance needs to be amended and that staff worked with Village Attorney Terry
       Tobias to draft the language.  The hearing closed at 7:03 p.m.

  8.	Old Business:  None.
 
  9.	New Business:
a.  Arches Parking Lot/Nash Creek Master Plan Presentation – Marlies Manning
presented the Master Plan Arches Parking Lot with a vision of what this area could           look like, taking into account a number of different factors including safety, business needs, parking, and place making and how it has evolved.  This project will be $1.2 million in cost and could be split up over a number of years in phases to be completed. Staff has identified some potential funding sources but will need to wait until at least 2018 to apply for some of the larger downtown infrastructure grants.

b.  Consider recommendation from Planning Commission to approve rezoning request
      from Sable Developing Inc. for 16.25 acres of the parcel addressed 548 E Gardner St.   
      (Parcel #41-05-23-276-010) to be rezoned from R-1 Residential to R-2 Residential.   
Moved by Paasch, supported by Gale Taylor, to approve rezoning request from Sable Developing Inc. for 16.25 acres of the parcel addressed 548 E Gardner St (parcel #41-05-23-276-010) to be rezoned from R-1 Residential to R-2 Residential.   Motion carried 5-0-1 with William Taylor abstain.

c.  Ordinance #16-01: An Ordinance to Amend the Sparta Village Code of Ordinances to 
Regulate Panhandling. 
Moved by Gale Taylor, supported by Whalen, to adopt Ordinance #16-01.  Motion carried 6-0.

d.  Consideration of Amended MI-MABAS Member Agreement.
Moved by Whalen, supported by William Taylor for consideration of MI-MABAS Member Agreement.    Motion carried 4-2 with Paasch and Gale Taylor providing negative votes.

e.  Request from Town & Country Days to utilize Rodeo Ground Property on July 17,    
     2016 to host a Tractor Pull Event.
     Moved by Gale Taylor, supported by Whalen, request from Town & Country Days
     to utilize Rodeo Ground Property of July 17, 2016 to host a Tractor Pull Event.
     Motion carried 6-0.

f.   Consider Recommendation from Prein & Newhof to approve E. Averill/S. Union Pay
     Application #1 in the amount of $83,277.12 for Dean’s Landscaping and Excavating.
     Moved by Gale Taylor, supported by William Taylor to approve    
     recommendation from Prein & Newhof to approve E. Averill/S. Union Pay Application   
     #1 in the amount of $83,277.12 for Dean’s Landscaping and Excavating.  
     Motion carried 5-0-1 with Scott Christie abstain. General Formulation will be writing a 
     check to Dean’s Landscaping and Excavating for their share of the project.

g.  Consider Recommendation from Prein & Newhof to approve Anderson St. Pay    
     Application #1 in the amount of $117,810.90 for McCormick Sand Inc.
     Moved by Paasch, supported by William Taylor, to consider 
     recommendation from Prein & Newhof to approve Anderson St. Pay Application
[bookmark: _GoBack]     #1 in the amount of $117,810.90 for McCormick Sand Inc.  Motion carried 6-0.
     



h.  Consideration of Infrastructure Alternatives Polishing Pond Sludge Removal Proposal
      for an amount not to exceed $8,151.00.
      Moved by Whalen, supported by Christi for consideration of Infrastructure   
      Alternatives Polishing Pond Sludge Removal Proposal for an amount not to exceed        
      $8,151.00.  Motion carried 6-0.

i.  Vacant Council Seat Discussion.
    President Dougan would like to have interested candidates submit a letter of    
    interest.  The deadline for accepting letter is Wednesday, June 8th.  The process will be 
    similar to the process used to fill the last council vacancy.  Council will be interviewing    
    the candidates at the Monday June 13th council meeting unless there are too many 
    candidates and a special meeting may need to be scheduled.  Interviews will be  
    starting at 7:00 p.m.

j.  Discuss Joint Village Council/Township Board Meeting regarding Sparta Fire
    Department (Verbal).
    Councilmember Gale Taylor would like to first have a meeting with Jerry Bolen, Dan 
    Olney, Dale Bergman and President Dougan to discuss issues with the Fire 
    Department. After that initial meeting a date could be set for a joint board meeting.   
    The Village Council would like the meeting date set after the vacant council seat has 
     been filled.  Moved by Gale Taylor, supported by Paasch to have a joint Village 
     Council/Township Board Meeting regarding Sparta Fire Department.
     Motion carried 6-0. 

10.	Committee Reports

11.	Village Manager Report:

12.  	Communications: 
            
13.	Payment of Bills:
	Approval of Accounts Payable and Fund Transfers.
Moved by William Taylor, supported by Gale Taylor, to approve Accounts Payable and Fund Transfers.  Motion carried 6-0.
 
14.	Public Comment: None.

15.	Executive Session:  
	a.  Discuss Purchase of Real Property

	Moved by Paasch, supported by Whalen, to go into Executive Session
             at 8:58 p.m. to discuss the purchase of real property. Motion carried 6-0.

             Moved by Paasch, supported by Whalen, to return to the regular session at 9:15 p.m.      
              Motion carried 6-0.

16.	Council Member Announcements:  
              President Dougan wanted to remind everyone about bringing Watermelons to Rogers 
 Park for Town and Country Days on Wednesday, July 13th.  Everyone is asked to bring 
 2 watermelons.
 
17.	Adjournment:
The meeting was adjourned by President Dougan at 9:16 p.m. by executive privilege.

Pam Buchanan
Sparta Village Clerk




	














	








