VILLAGE OF SPARTA
COUNCIL BUSINESS SESSION OF JUNE 13, 2016
Held at Sparta Township Chambers, 160 East Division, Sparta MI

1-2.	The meeting was called to order by President Kristi Dougan at 7:00 pm followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

3.     	Roll Call: Council persons Scott Christie, Jayne Paasch, Gale Taylor, William Taylor, Robert Whalen, Kristi Dougan, Finance Director Sharon DeLange and Village Manager Julius Suchy.

4.	Additions or corrections to Business and Consent Agendas:
	 
	Consent Agenda:
     a.  Approve Regular Village Council Meeting Minutes of May 9, 2016
     b.  Accept Downtown Development Authority Minutes of May 10, 2016
     c.  Accept Fire Board Minutes of May 19, 2016
     d.  Accept Planning Commission Minutes of June 6, 2016
     e.  Resolution #16-09: A Resolution Appointing Kelly Potes to DDA board with a term
          expiring December 31, 2019                           
     
 5.	Approval of Consent AND Business Agendas:
Moved by Whalen, supported by Christie, to approve Business and Consent Agendas with corrections.  Motion carried 6-0.
 
  6.	Public Comment for Agenda Items:  
Please note: This Public Comment portion of the meeting is reserved for comment on agenda items.

  7.	Public Hearing:  
             a.  Request from tesa tape Inc. to establish a Plant Rehabilitation District at 324 S. Union
                  St. (parcel #41-05-23-155-015) 
     The hearing opened at 7:02 p.m.
      Village Manager Suchy stated that tesa tape Inc. can request a Plant Rehabilitation  
      District (PRD) if the assessor provides a letter that the property is more than 50%  
      functionally obsolescent.  The PRD allows the applicant to apply for regular
      new improvement tax abatements which is a 50% abatement but, the PRD also     
      allows for rehabilitation of the existing building which allows for a 100% abatement.
      The hearing closed at 7:03 p.m.





         b.  Application from tesa tape Inc. to consider an Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate
               for new facilities in the amount of $2,992,502.
      	 The hearing opened at 7:04 p.m.
               Village Manager Suchy stated this application from tesa tape Inc. is for new facilities         
               (real property and new building construction have an estimated cost of $2,992,502)     
                proposed to be covered by the Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate located at 324 
                S. Union Street with the abatement request being for a 50% abatement for 12 years.
     	  The hearing closed at 7:05 p.m.

          c.  Application from tesa tape Inc. to consider and industrial Facilities Exception Certificate
       	  for rehabilitation of existing facilities in the amount of $2,916,160
       	  The hearing opened at 7:06 p.m.
                Village Manager Suchy stated this application from tesa tape Inc. is a rehabilitation
                request (rehabilitation of existing facilities has an estimated cost of $2,916,160)
                proposed to be covered by the Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate at 324 S. 
                Union Street with the abatement request being for 100% abatement for 12 years                                                                    
      	  The hearing closed at 7:07 p.m.

  8.	Old Business:  None
 
  9.	New Business:
a.  Resolution #16-10: A Resolution Establishing a Plant Rehabilitation District (PRD) for
     for Tesa Tape Inc.
     Moved by Whalen, supported by Gale Taylor to adopt Resolution #16-10.  
     Motion carried 6-0.

b.  Resolution #16-11: A Resolution Approving the Application of Tesa Tape Inc. for an
Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate for New improvements in the amount of $2,992,000.
Moved by Whalen, supported by Christie to adopt Resolution #16-11.  
Motion carried 6-0.

c.  Consider Approval of Property Tax Abatement Agreement with Tesa Tape Inc. for    
     New Facilities.
     Moved by Gale Taylor, supported by Paasch to approve Property Tax Abatement       
     Agreement with Tesa Tape Inc. for New Facilities.
     Motion carried 6-0.

d.  Resolution #16-12: A Resolution approving the Application of Tesa Tape Inc. for an     
      Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate for Rehabilitation of Existing Facilities in 
      the amount of $2,916,000.
                     Moved by Whalen, supported by William Taylor to adopt Resolution #16-12.  
                     Motion carried 6-0.

                e.  Consider Approval of Property Tax Abatement Agreement with Tesa Tape Inc. for 
                      Rehabilitation of Existing Facilities.
                      Moved by Paasch, supported by Gale Taylor to approve Property Tax Abatement       
                      Agreement with Tesa Tape Inc. for Rehabilitation of Existing Facilities.  
                      Motion carried 6-0.

	    f.  Consider Recommendation from Planning Commission to rezone 425 E. Division 
	         Street from R-1 Residential to GC General Commercial.
Moved by Paasch, supported by Gale Taylor to rezone 425 E. Division Street from R-1 Residential to GC General Commercial.
                      Motion carried 6-0.

                   g.  Resolution #16-13: A Resolution to Exercise Right of First Refusal for Local Units
                        to Purchase Tax Foreclosed Properties.
                        Moved by Christie, supported by William Taylor to adopt Resolution #16-13.    
                        Motion carried 6-0.

	      h.  Consideration of Development Agreement to Acquire Tax Foreclosed Property 
                         with Kent County Land Bank.
                         Moved by Whalen, supported by Paasch to approve Development Agreement to    
                         Acquire Tax Foreclosed Property with Kent County Land Bank.  
                         Motion carried 6-0.

i.  Consider Recommendation from Prein & Newhof to approve E. Averill/S. Union    
    Change Order #1 for a reduction of $13,546.00 and Pay Application #2 in the 
    Amount of $145,522.00 for Dean’s Landscaping and Excavating.
    Moved by Gale Taylor, supported by William Taylor to approve E. Averill/
    S. Union Change Order #1 for a reduction of #13,546.00 and Pay Application  
    #2 in the amount of $145,522.00 for Dean’s Landscaping and Excavation. 
    Motion carried 6-0.

	        j.  Consider Recommendation from Prein & Newhof to approve Anderson St. 
                         Change Order #1 for an increase of $9,986.72 and Pay Application #2 in the 
                         Amount of $131, 364.00 for McCormick Sand Inc. 
                         Moved by Paasch, supported by William Taylor to approve Anderson St. 
                         Change Order #1 for an increase of $9,986.72 and Pay Application #2 in the
                         amount of $131,364.00 for McCormick Sand Inc.  Motion carried 6-0.

                     k. Consideration of Proposal from Prein & Newhof for Waste Water Treatment 
                         Plant condition assessment project to a cost not to exceed $26,200.00
            Moved by Gale Taylor, supported by Paasch to approve proposal from
                          Prein & Newhof for Waste Water Plant Condition Assessment for an amount
not to exceed $26,200.  Motion carried 6-0. 

                      l.  Request from Todd Johnson and Chad Momber to Address Village Council 
                          regarding Blight Concern.  
                          Todd Johnson wanted to thank the Police Department for the good job they are 
doing with the blight.  He also, passed around pictures to the Council of different properties that he felt was a concern.  Village Manager Suchy said that they are working on these properties and it takes time to go thru the process.
                       
	      m.  Resolution #16-14:  A Resolution to Provide Local Government Approval to the 
                          Liquor Control Commission for Michigan Beer Cellar LLC to locate at 133 E.
                          Division St.
[bookmark: _GoBack]                          Moved by Paasch , supported by Christie to adopt Resolution #16-14.  
                          Motion carried 6-0.

                    n.  Consideration of Proposal from Abilita for RFP preparation, recommendation 
                          and implementation assistance for a cost not to exceed $2,500.00.
                          Moved by Whalen, supported by Paasch to approve Abilita Telecommunications
                          System Selection and Consultation Proposal for an amount not to exceed
                          $2,500.00.  Motion carried 6-0.
                          
                    o.  2016/2017 Budget Increase Request – Jerry Bolen, Fire Chief
	The Fire Department is asking for a budget increase of $22,500.00 (Township
                          $15,000 & Village $7,500).  The increase is to cover Dispatch Fees and
                          Accounting Expense.
                          Moved by Whalen, supported by William Taylor to approve the Fire Department
                          budget increase of $22,500.00 (Township $15,000 & Village $7,500). 
                          MOTION FAILED 2-4 with Gale Taylor, Paasch, Dougan, Christie providing the 
                          negative vote.

                      p.  Award Water Facilities Roofing Bid to Countyline LLC for an amount not to
                           exceed $15,200.
                           Moved by Paasch, supported by William Taylor to award Water Plant Roof 
              Bid to County Line Roofing LLC for an amount not to exceed $15,200.    
              Motion carried 6-0.

q.  Resolution #16-15:  A Resolution Authorizing the Purchase of the Real Property       
      located at 223 E. Division Street.
      Moved by Whalen, supported by Paasch to adopt Resolution #16-15.
      Resolution #16-15.  Motion carried 6-0.

At 8:30 p.m. President Dougan asked if the council would be ok with a brief recess
so members could use the restroom or get a drink.  Everyone was in agreement.
The meeting reconvened at 8:35 p.m.



r.   Interview Village Council Candidates
	 	       I)  Brenda Braybrook
                        II)  Christine Robinson
                       III)  Harold Woolworth

The candidates were all asked the same 4 questions:
1.  Why are you interested in becoming a Village of Sparta Council Member?
2.  Please discuss your prior experience working with the civic, community or
government organization.
3.  What qualities do you think you can bring to the Sparta Village Council.
4.  What do you view as the most important issue facing the Village of Sparta.

President Dougan opened the floor for nominations.

Moved by Gale Taylor, supported by William Taylor to appoint Harold Woolworth
for the vacant council seat.  Roll call vote to appoint Harold Woolworth for the vacant council seat.  Christie - Yes, Dougan - Yes, Paasch - Yes - Gale Taylor - Yes, William Taylor – Yes, Whalen – Yes.  Motion carried 6-0.

Moved by Paasch, supported by Christie to appoint Christine Robinson for the vacant council seat.  Roll call vote to appoint Christine Robinson for the vacant council seat. Christie – Yes, Dougan – No, Paasch Yes, Gale Taylor – No, 
William Taylor – Yes, Whalen – Yes.   Motion carried 4-2.

Moved by Whalen to appoint Brenda Braybrook for the vacant council seat.
No support MOTION FAILED.

With a 6-0 roll call vote Harold Woolworth is appointed to the Village Council to fill the vacant seat.  President Dougan thanked all that participated in the process.


10.	Committee Reports:
              President Dougan would like to get a date set for a Joint Village Council/Township   
              Board regarding Sparta Fire Department.  She will be contacting the council for a date 
              that will work for everyone.
              
11.	Village Manager Report:
               Manager Suchy wanted everyone to know that Choice One Bank will be 
               remodeling and that two dumpsters will be to the side of their building for a couple of 
               months.
               Spartan Park will be having mulch delivered at the park.
               Manager Suchy wanted the council know that someone is interested in the
               Sparta Rodeo Ground and when he has more details he will let the council know.
   
12.  	Communications: None
            
13.	Payment of Bills:
	Approval of Accounts Payable and Fund Transfers.
Moved by Gale Taylor, supported by William Taylor, to approve Accounts Payable and Fund Transfers.  Motion carried 6-0.
 
14.	Public Comment: None.

15.	Executive Session:  None.
	
16.	Council Member Announcements:  
              Gale Taylor received good news from his doctor.  He is cancer free.
              
17.	Adjournment:
The meeting was adjourned by President Dougan at 9:46 p.m. by executive privilege.

Pam Buchanan
Sparta Village Clerk




	














	








