MINUTES OF THE VILLAGE OF SPARTA PLANNING COMMISSION
Regular Meeting of Monday, June 6, 2016, 7 PM
Sparta Township Hall, Sparta, Michigan

2016 Village of Sparta Planning Commission Members
Chairman Dwayne Pride (2017), Vice Chair Brenda Braybrook (2017)
Commissioners Village President Kristi Dougan (2016), Village Council Member Jayne Paasch (2016),
Josh Paas (2016), Rose Frederick (2017), William Hayes (2018), Hudson Miller (2018), Chad Fisk (2018); 
Recording Secretary Toni Potes; Capital Improvement Plan Committee (CIP): (vacancy), (vacancy) & Dwayne Pride

Present:	Chairman Dwayne Pride; Vice Chair Brenda Braybrook;
		Commissioners Kristi Dougan, Jayne Paasch, Chad Fisk, Rose Frederick,
		William Hayes, Hudson Miller and Josh Paas
Also Present:	Village Manager Julius Suchy and Recording Secretary Toni Potes


1) / 2) Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance: The meeting was called to order at 7 PM by Chairman Pride followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

3) Roll Call: Formal roll call was taken. All members were present as noted above.

4) Minutes
    a) Approve Regular Planning Commission Meeting Minutes of May 2, 2016: Motion by Hayes, second by Miller, to approve the Minutes. Motion carried unanimously.

5) Additions or Corrections to the Agenda — Approval of Agenda: Motion by Dougan, second by Paasch, to approve the Agenda as presented. Motion carried unanimously.

6) Public Comment on Agenda Items: 
Public Comment opened at 7:02 PM. There was no public comment.
Public Comment closed at 7:03 PM.

7) Communications: None

8) Public Hearing—Rezoning Request from Valerie Schoenborn to rezone the parcel addressed 425 E. Division St. (parcel #41-05-14-452-023) from R-1 Residential to GC General Commercial
	Public Hearing opened at 7:03 PM
	Ken Nequist of 38 River Road questioned the use intent of the property. The husband of Petitioner, David Schoenborn answered all questions. The use intent is a salon and woodworking. Options listed in General Commercial are allowed.
Terri Simington of 6 River Road asked if the easement would remain to get in and out of the garage. Petitioner doesn’t intend to block the driveway. He will level off the back for the water. He will fix up the building, clean it up and fix the parking lot. He intends to sell high-end picnic tables. 
	Public Hearing closed at 7:09 PM

9) New Business
    a) Consideration of Rezoning request from Valerie Schoenborn to rezone the parcel addressed 425 E. Division St. (parcel #41-05-14-452-023) from R-1 Residential to GC General Commercial
	Motion by Hayes, second by Braybrook, to recommend to the Village Council approval of the rezoning request from R-1 to GC. Motion carried unanimously. This recommendation will go before Village Council on June 13, 2016.

10) Unfinished Business
    a) 2nd Review of Ordinance #16-02 – An Ordinance to amend the Sparta Village Code of Ordinances to Regulate Maximum Building Height: The consensus is to schedule a public hearing for July 5, 2016, on the proposed ordinance.
    b) 2nd Review of Ordinance #16-03 – An Ordinance to amend the Sparta Village Code of Ordinances to Regulate the Type of Material Allowed for Fences in the Village: Change the draft at Sec. 82-112 Fences and Walls, Item (c) to read: “Fencing material shall be all weather, minimum low maintenance, must be wood, vinyl, chain link or similar material.” The consensus is to proceed to public hearing on July 5, 2016.
    c) Recommended Modifications to Sign Regulations to comply with Reed v. Gilbert Supreme Court Decision: Planning Commissioners should review the document and provide all questions they may have by the July 5, 2016, meeting date.

11) Public Comment: None.

[bookmark: _GoBack]12) Commission Comment: Frederick is excited to be on the Planning Commission. It is helpful. Rules and regulations are important for conformity and reasonableness. She appreciates that we do this. Fisk stated special ordinances like Grand Rapids has for landlords is a good idea, stricter rules. It may cost the Village more money. He questioned how many houses are rentals that are in ordinance violations. At year end, a report can be generated. Dougan welcomed Josh Paas to the panel and his land-use management skills. The Village Manager announced that Anderson Street curbs are in. Residents aren’t able to access their driveways for about a week yet. Cellar Brewing may have a potential land swap with the Village; they are waiting on a $250,000 grant reply. Land Bank will be working to market the former foundry property. It’s being used as a staging site and is being mowed. There is a potential offer on the former rodeo grounds for development. The Trini’s property is fenced in and secure after the buildings were torn down. The DDA is trying to help/motivate them. The Village is waiting on preliminary plans. The Village Manager is optimistic the project will happen and is convinced Cellar Brewery will happen. The Village has not taken any official action on the Alt Oil property; it’s in process. There are pylons on Martindale for maybe hydrant flushing or patching off the road.

13) Next Meeting—Regular Meeting July 5, 2016 (Due to regular meeting date falling on July 4)

14) Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM. 

Respectfully submitted,
—Toni Potes
Recording Secretary
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