MINUTES OF THE VILLAGE OF SPARTA PLANNING COMMISSION
Regular Meeting of Monday, May 2, 2016, 7 PM
Sparta Township Hall, Sparta, Michigan

2016 Village of Sparta Planning Commission Members
Chairman Dwayne Pride (2017), Vice Chair Brenda Braybrook (2017)
Commissioners Village President Kristi Dougan (2016), Village Council Member Jayne Paasch (2016),
(vacancy) (2016), Rose Frederick (2017), William Hayes (2018), Hudson Miller (2018), Chad Fisk (2018); 
Recording Secretary Toni Potes; Capital Improvement Plan Committee (CIP): (vacancy), (vacancy) & Dwayne Pride

Present:	Chairman Dwayne Pride; Vice Chair Brenda Braybrook;
		Commissioners Kristi Dougan, Jayne Paasch, Chad Fisk, William Hayes 
		and Hudson Miller
Also Present:	Village Manager Julius Suchy and Recording Secretary Toni Potes
Absent:	Commissioner Rose Frederick


1) / 2) Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance: The meeting was called to order at 7 PM by Chairman Pride followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

3) Roll Call: Formal roll call was taken. Members present are noted above.

4) Minutes
    a) Approve Regular Planning Commission Meeting Minutes of March 7, 2016: Motion by Miller, second by Hayes, to approve the Minutes. Motion carried unanimously.

5) Additions or Corrections to the Agenda — Approval of Agenda: Adding item 9) c) to New Business: 309 S. Union Street Site Plan Review, motion by Dougan, second by Braybrook, to approve the Agenda. Motion carried unanimously.

6) Public Comment on Agenda Items: 
Public Comment opened at 7:03 PM
Lois Colby’s daughter spoke on behalf of Lois, inquired about Tentree and Blake Streets housing development going in on both sides of the creek. There will be a road; culverts will probably be placed over the creek. She stated stakes are close to a shed and tree, and a water hydrant is there. Developer John Bitely helped answer their questions. The road is to go straight through to Bobs Parkway. She also inquired about the property line with the cemetery. 
Mary Kaiser of 300 Bobs Parkway wanted to know the difference between R1 and R2 zoning. 
Forty-four single family homes are going in.
Marilyn Becket of 13014 Blake Drive had retention pond and wildlife concerns.
Lori Lynville of 1100 Sidlauskas confirmed that houses will be up to Township property. She had questions about the fence ordinance being looking at tonight.
Public Comment closed at 7:24 PM

7) Communications: None

8) Public Hearing—Rezoning Request from Sable Developing Inc. to rezone 16.25 acres of the parcel addressed 548 E. Gardner St. (parcel #41-05-23-276-010) from R-1 Residential to R-2 Residential
	Public Hearing opened at 7:25 PM
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Casey Becket of 1055 Sidlauskas Drive questioned why rezoning at all. Manager Suchy responded that it is to keep it uniform with the surrounding zoning and to be consistent with the future land use map.
Developer Bitely stated everything is going according to plan with the DEQ. He is waiting on the State government on paperwork. There is enough water pressure, and the water quality will improve.
	Public Hearing closed at 7:29 PM

9) New Business
    a) Consideration of Rezoning request from Sable Developing Inc. to rezone 16.25 acres of the parcel addressed 548 E. Gardner St. (parcel #41-05-23-276-010) from R-1 Residential to R-2 Residential
	Motion by Dougan, second by Paasch, to recommend to the Village Council to rezone 16.25 acres of the parcel addressed 548 E. Gardner St. (parcel #41-05-23-276-010) from   R-1 Residential to R-2 Residential. Motion carried unanimously.
    b) Introduction of Ordinance #16-03—An Ordinance to amend the Sparta Village Code of Ordinances to Regulate the Type of Material Allowed for Fences in the Village: The document is for the Planning Commission’s review, to be addressed at the next meeting.
    c) 309 S. Union Street Site Plan Review: Neal Hoffman and Andy Brown were present from General Formulations. Motion by Hayes, second by Braybrook, to approve the site plan as submitted with the April 29, 2016, application. Motion carried unanimously.

10) Unfinished Business
    a) Recommended Modifications to Sign Regulations to comply with Reed v. Gilbert Supreme Court Decision—Janis Johnson, Main Street Planning: The Planning Commission is to look over Draft #1 dated May 2, 2016, and make notes for Janis to review.
    b) Ordinance #16-02 Maximum Height Amendment (Revised from #16-01 version): Julius will bring a revised, simpler ordinance for review.

11) Mary Kaiser inquired when construction will begin. Developer Bitely said when the State is caught up; the best plan is two months out.

12) Commission Comment: Dougan inquired if Cellar Brewery and Trini’s plans are coming soon. The State is holding up Cellar, who has a five- to seven-week construction window. A preliminary plan review will be necessary for Trini’s, about 45 days out. ChoiceOne is moving forward this year. Miller explained that the same developer is building this plan as on the old elementary school property.

13) Next Meeting—Regular Meeting June 6, 2016

14) Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned by executive privilege at 7:56 PM. 

Respectfully submitted,
—Toni Potes
Recording Secretary
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